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BUURABALAYJI THALANYJI ABORIGINAL CORPORATION — 
MATTHEW SLACK — LABOR PARTY DONATION 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [3.10 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be debated 
forthwith — 

That this house calls on the Premier, Leader of the WA Labor Party, to acknowledge the party has 
inappropriately accepted donations from a charitable trust and to instruct the return of $60 000 to 
members of the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.10 pm]: The Nationals WA had an opportunity 
to move that a matter of public interest be debated today, but it did not take that up. The opposition has been slow 
today; it cannot even ask questions on time. I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” the following — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support 
of an absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 

Motion 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [3.11 pm]: I move the motion. 

The reason this is a matter of urgency and why I moved to suspend standing orders relates to the question I asked 
the Premier on Tuesday, 18 February 2020 relating to the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation, 
which stated — 

Considering several of the Premier’s ministers knew of the allegations levelled against the former CEO 
of the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation, will the Premier, as leader of WA Labor, request 
that his party and the federal Labor Party return the $60 000 that we know about in donations made by 
BTAC; and, if not, why not? 

The Premier’s response on Tuesday, 18 February 2020 was — 

Whatever corporation they might be or whatever background they might have, they are eligible to donate 
to a political party. As long as the law has been complied with, all political parties, as I understand it, 
accept donations. If the member has any questions in relation to that, I urge him to take them up with the 
state secretary of the party. 

We have since found out that the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation is a charitable trust. I will read 
out what a charitable trust can and cannot do. The Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission states — 

… it is not okay for a charity to: 

… 

• have a purpose to promote or oppose a political party or a candidate for political office. 

The issues relating to Thalanyji and the actions of the Labor Party and the minister who dealt with those issues has 
been highlighted because the matters concerning the former CEO of the organisation, which was put into administration, 
are now coming out. For those members who may have forgotten, I brought to the attention of the house the 
behaviour of the CEO, which cost BTAC millions of dollars. It was inappropriate for a CEO of the Aboriginal 
organisation to spend money on overseas and interstate travel and to buy all sorts of goods—money that should 
have been used for members of the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation. 

When we did some digging around on the organisation, which subsequently went into administration, we brought 
to light the fact that quite a bit of money was donated to the Labor Party. A charitable trust—a not for profit—
donated to the Labor Party! Who would have thought! We saw emails that had been sent to the Minister for Aboriginal 
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Affairs, the Attorney General, the Premier and other Labor members of Parliament, and nothing was done. 
Concerns were raised about the $60 000 worth of donations and we saw photos of the former CEO, Matthew Slack, 
arm in arm with Bill Shorten and the Premier, Mark McGowan, talking about being at a dinner with the Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs; Treasurer, Hon Ben Wyatt. Here we have a charitable trust that has made donations. 
Surely questions should have been raised. Why was the former CEO paid to be at that dinner, paid for by 
a charitable organisation—the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal corporation? Surely the Treasurer; Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs, who also happens to be a lawyer, should know that a charitable trust cannot donate to 
a political party. He should be well versed in what an Aboriginal organisation, particularly a charitable trust, can 
and cannot do. 

The reason that I have brought this matter to the house yet again is to ensure that the people of the Buurabalayji Thalanyji 
Aboriginal Corporation get their money back. I have met with the CEO of the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal 
Corporation. The Labor Party should expect a letter from that corporation requesting that the money be given back 
to its members. As I said in this house, that money was not allowed to assist members of the Buurabalayji Thalanyji 
Aboriginal Corporation to help sick children from needed medical assistance. They were not allowed to help them 
receive medical assistance in a financial sense, as its application to do so was rejected. This organisation has been 
put into administration and has had to sell its assets because of the financial mess that Thalanyji was left in by the 
previous CEO. 

I asked a question about this matter to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. I also moved a motion to suspend standing 
orders on Tuesday, 18 February, which stated — 

That this house calls upon the Premier, Leader of the Labor Party, to formally request WA Labor and the 
federal Labor Party pay back the $60 000 in donations made by the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal 
Corporation’s former chief executive officer. 

I received a response from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, who should have known that as a charitable trust it 
is not able to donate for political purposes. I stated — 

“WORKING TOGETHER FOR A BETTER FUTURE” 

Labor Party Cabinet Dinner—14th June 2018 

BTAC Directors and Guests were personally invited by Hon. Premier Mark McGowan and 
Aboriginal Affairs Minister Ben Wyatt, to attend a Labor Cabinet dinner. It was a great opportunity 
to showcase the Thalanyji Pastoral Company — 

It has been put on the market because it cannot afford to keep it — 

cultural issues and caring for country. 

… 

Nice evening at WA Labour Cabinet Dinner—lucky enough to be seated with Premier Mark 
McGowan. 

That is a post from one of the directors, and another director is having a photo with Bill Shorten. Here is 
another post — 

Thalanyji CEO, Matthew Slack, sat down with the Leader of the Federal Opposition, Bill Shorten, 
to have a candid discussion about the issues facing the Indigenous community and in particular 
our Thalanyji People. 

It goes on. This was highlighted to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, as emails were sent to him directly by 
Frances Hayes, a member of the organisation, and did not get a response. On Tuesday, 18 February 2020, the 
minister said — 

The audacity and hypocrisy from the member for North West Central is outrageous. How far does this go? 
I, for one, want to see Aboriginal people and their organisations front and centre in the political process. 
Guess what? Members are going to see more of it. As Aboriginal organisations muscle up, as they become 
more corporately aware, as they get bigger and own more assets, they are going to also want to be stronger 
advocates that influence the political process. Why should it just be oil, gas, miners, law firms and banks? 
Why only them?  

That was his response! No-one is doubting that Aboriginal organisations should muscle up to political organisations, 
but charitable trusts are not allowed to donate to political organisations. We have to question the motive when the 
person who was donating had question marks over the validity of him being a CEO, with a potentially fraudulent CV. 
Combine that with the amount of money that was spent overseas and interstate on dinners and flights when millions 
and millions of dollars have gone missing, gone to lawyers, and prevented members from being able to vote. Members 
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have taken legal action against members, putting members against members. All that was highlighted by the 
administrator and we are now seeing a charitable organisation, Thalanyji Aboriginal Corporation, do this. If the 
minister or the Premier did not know that it is a charitable organisation, I have now highlighted that it is. I expect 
the Labor Party to hand back that $60 000, or whatever the amount is, to ensure it goes back to its members. That is 
why I have moved this motion. That is why it is important that the Labor Party stand up and say, “We made a mistake. 
Let’s move on and give back that money.” What that organisation did is unlawful, which is why I ask for the money 
to be given back. Be proactive, Labor, and make sure that that money goes back to its members who desperately 
need it because they have been ripped off by a crook. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [3.21 pm]: As the member outlined, we 
debated this at some length in February this year. I do not intend to go through the speech that I previously made 
in this place, but the member for North West Central quite accurately quoted something that I intend to say again 
in the next 10 minutes. The way I understand the member’s argument is that the Buurabalayji Thalanyji Aboriginal 
Corporation—otherwise known as BTAC—because it is a charitable trust, unsurprisingly, I suspect, the money 
should be given back. The member quoted the legal purpose for a charitable trust. I am not the Attorney General; 
I am not going to get into a fight over a purpose versus a donation because I think we will find that organisations like 
Mineralogy and others use charitable trusts to manage their assets, and money goes in and out of them. Is it the 
position of the National Party that money coming into a political party through a charitable trust needs to be returned? 
Is that the position? Who is the deputy leader of the National Party—the member for Warren–Blackwood? This is 
an interesting point because an element of moral retrospectivity is now being approached by the National Party, 
and I intend to do the same thing in just a minute, you will be pleased to know, Madam Acting Speaker. If indeed, as 
the member alleged, the new CEO will be writing to the state secretary of the Labor Party, that is good. I will leave 
it to the state secretary of the Labor Party to deal with that correspondence. 

I want to be very clear. The member for North West Central clearly had a problem and a fraught relationship with 
the former CEO. To be honest, that was probably well warranted. We have seen, and the member has referred to, 
the money spent by that former CEO on a range of things. We have seen that play out in the media. It was clearly 
inappropriate. Whether it results in any charges is not ultimately a matter for this place to decide. Because the member 
had a fraught relationship with the former CEO does not mean that an Aboriginal group cannot be involved in the 
political process. I will say it again: get ready for more Aboriginal groups donating to political parties of all political 
persuasions and being part of the political process. This is something that I support wholeheartedly. 
BTAC is a very significant organisation, representing the Thalanyji people in a very important part of Western Australia. 
It has a very significant relationship with Chevron in particular, but also the state government and other groups. 
I suspect it is very close to coming out of administration, thankfully. I hope it will return to strength. Asset sales 
are going on, including through pastoral leases, and I think some other assets are being sold. I look forward to BTAC 
returning to strength and I look forward to it being part of the political process as well. I welcome that. I celebrate 
that. I do not have moral equivalencies of “Aboriginal people, this is your place down here. Other organisations, that’s 
your place up here.” Aboriginal people have fought for a long time to get access to the political system. As we all 
know—let us call it as it is—we do not have fully funded public funding of our political system. The National Party, 
the Liberal Party, the Labor Party and the Greens have fundraisers. We are all aware of that. That is why, for example, 
the National Party accepted so much money from Mineralogy Pty Ltd. That is why Hon Martin Aldridge, in 2011, 
accepted over $200 000 from Mineralogy Pty Ltd. I note that applying the same moral equivalency — 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: My motion relates specifically to charitable trusts and their inability to donate to political 
organisations. This is not about being Aboriginal or a mining company. It is about a charitable trust giving a donation 
when it should not have given a donation. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): There is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Would the member for North West Central be surprised if Mineralogy was donating to the 
National Party through a charitable trust? I find it interesting from this hypocrite across the place that as he goes after 
Aboriginal groups donating to and being part of the political process, he is happy to accept over $200 000 from the 
bloke who is attacking Western Australia at every point. Under the state agreement that Mineralogy Pty Ltd has with 
the state government, it is required to put money into the advancement of Aboriginal people in Western Australia. 
Do members know how much money has gone into that? It is not one cent! I want to know whether the National Party 
is going to put $201 000 of the money it accepted from Clive Palmer into that fund of money for Aboriginal people. 
If it is not going to, the member is a hypocrite! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: I withdraw that. If the member is not willing to do that, he should reflect on the words that he 
carried on about earlier. That is the reality. The National Party comes in here—actually, to be fair, it is not the 
National Party; it is only the member for North West Central—with a view around Aboriginal people and their role 
in the political system. The member came in here and said that it is all about a charitable trust, but when I posed the 
question about whether he would be surprised to learn that Mineralogy donated to the National Party through 
a charitable trust, I got silence. He does not care. It was money into his welcoming arms from Clive Palmer—the man 
who is now challenging the Western Australian border and the wealth of Western Australians. That is the reality. 
What is going on with all of this is an underlying personality dispute between the member for North West Central 
and the former CEO. It seems fairly clear that the former CEO’s behaviour at BTAC has been found wanting. We 
have all read the media reports. Does that therefore mean that BTAC or any other Aboriginal organisation, as they 
develop wealth, aspirations and political activism, should be excluded from political fundraisers? 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I did not utter a word during the member’s contribution. Sit there and listen. Does that mean they 
should be excluded? Of course it does not. I want to emphasise this point again, member for North West Central: 
get ready to see more of it! This is going to make the member for North West Central feel uncomfortable; he is going 
to see more Aboriginal organisations in the political system. He is going to see more of them. They may well 
support the National Party, the WA Liberals, the Labor Party or the Greens—who knows? But I welcome that! 
I welcome that more than I welcome the $201 000 that the National Party took from Clive Palmer. Clive Palmer 
has not donated one cent to the Aboriginal people that his state agreement requires him to, yet he donated hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to the National Party, but apparently that is all okay. I can only reflect, but some unkind people 
may call that hypocrisy. I will conclude by making this point because we had this fight in here back in February. 
The reality is this: if the new chief executive officer writes to the state secretary, the state secretary will no doubt 
respond in due course. Members are going to see more of it. They should get ready for it. They should gird their 
loins to see Aboriginal people front and centre at their fundraisers. That will make some people, such as the member 
for North West Central, uncomfortable, but I suspect that most of us will welcome it, and that is why I oppose 
this motion. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Ms M.M. Quirk) casting her vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (17) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mr V.A. Catania Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman  
 

Noes (33) 

Dr A.D. Buti Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr R.H. Cook Ms S.F. McGurk Ms M.M. Quirk Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J. Farrer Mr K.J.J. Michel Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire  

            
Pairs 

Ms M.J. Davies Ms L.L. Baker 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Ms A. Sanderson 

Question thus negatived. 
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